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Little Heath School   

Little Heath Road Tilehurst Reading Berkshire RG31 5TY

Telephone 0118 942 7337

Fax 0118 942 1933

www.LittleHeath.org.uk
office@littleheath.w-berks.sch.uk 

Headteacher

D J Ramsden, BA, NPQH


8 September 2014

Dear parent(s)/ carer(s)

As you know, Little Heath School was subject to an OFSTED inspection in July 2014, just before the summer holidays. The inspection report is due to be published this week, and is attached to this email.

We are delighted to inform you that this recent OFSTED inspection has judged Little Heath School as “good”.  

The inspection team judged the work of the school in all areas to be good, including “Quality of teaching” and “Leadership and management”. The lead inspector was complimentary about the way that the school had responded to the inspection in 2012 that found the school to “require improvement”. We were delighted to be told that the school had made significant improvements in that two year period. It has certainly felt that we were working hard as an educational community to improve standards, and I am grateful for the dedication and resilience shown by staff, both teaching and non-teaching, who have made this success possible.
In the last two difficult years, the job of improving the school has been made easier by the unfailing support of parents and students. Many of you have come forward to express your support for the school, providing us with advice and constructive criticism that has been vital to the work that we have done. We want to thank you for your ongoing support of the school – the partnership with parents is of the utmost importance to us. Particular thanks go out to the large number of parents who completed the Parentview survey for the OFSTED team – we were delighted to receive so many positive endorsements of the work we do here! 

There is no doubt that students have played their part in school improvement, and we want to thank them for their efforts as well. The inspection team was complimentary about the students at Little Heath, in particular those who made them feel so welcome during their visit.  The lead inspector was impressed by a number of student activities, including the work of Student Council, the STARS (Students as Researchers) group and Smile mentors. We all know that our students make Little Heath School a special place – but it was nice to hear that from external visitors.  Thanks go to all our students.

Although we are delighted with this judgement, we refuse to be complacent. We know that there is still a great deal to do here to improve standards further. It is harder than ever for students to achieve the best grades at GCSE and A Level, as shown by this summer’s disappointing national results in GCSE English Language. We will continue to work hard to improve the quality of teaching at Little Heath School so that students make or exceed the progress that is expected of them. We will again need your help as parents - to tell us when we get things right and to offer constructive advice when things could be better.

The key target for the school as outlined in the inspection report is:

· To increase the proportion of outstanding teaching so that more students make rapid progress by ensuring that: 

· the consistency of marking improves so that all students have a clear understanding of how to develop their work and are able to demonstrate to their teachers that they have understood and acted on the advice given;
· all teachers use time effectively to get the most out of every student in their class in every lesson. 
This target, although challenging, is an exciting one. Even prior to inspection we had made improvement plans focused on increasing the proportion of outstanding teaching, and we had already identified marking and assessment as a key component of that next phase in our development as a school. I am proud to be leading Little Heath School at such an exciting time, and look forward to many years of successful partnership between staff, students, parents and governors, as we all work towards the goal of providing outstanding education for all. 

The final report is available on the school website www.littleheath.org.uk via the News and Events tab, and also in the Information tab for parents. Please telephone the school office if you would like a copy posted home to you.  You will be able to view the report on the OFSTED website later this week.
Thank you very much for your support, and for taking the time to read this report. 
Kind regards,

Mr D Ramsden



Mrs Wilma Grant
Headteacher
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