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Little Heath School   

Little Heath Road Tilehurst Reading Berkshire RG31 5TY

Telephone 0118 942 7337

www.LittleHeath.org.uk
office@littleheath.org.uk 

Headteacher

D J Ramsden, BA, NPQH


January 2024
Dear Parent/Carer 

GCSE Options Process Timeline 

As you are aware, at Little Heath School, students choose their GCSE Option subjects in Year 8 ready to start these courses at the beginning of Year 9. Between now and Easter, Year 8 students will be participating in a range of activities to support them in making their choices. At this stage, I wanted to outline the overview plan for this process, so you can put dates in the diary and start having conversations at home about GCSE Options.  We will be sending an Options Booklet home electronically later this term, which will provide you with all the information you will require. We are also going to offer a Parent Information Evening on Tuesday 20th February at 6pm about the GCSE Options process. Please sign up below to confirm your attendance.
	Date
	Event

	Monday 19th February
	Assembly

An Introduction to the Options Process
Assembly for Year 8 delivered by Mrs Whitford and Mr Coulson 

	Tuesday 20th Feb


	Information Evening – 6pm in the Main Hall
This will provide a more detailed explanation of the Options process, courses and pathways, and what this means for your child. You will have an opportunity to ask questions and find out more about the courses we offer

Please complete this short form to confirm your attendance: https://forms.office.com/e/iYtWnCN2U1 

	Wednesday 21st February
	Options Information Booklet

The LHS Options booklet will be sent home electronically.  It will also be posted on the website and on Satchel One. This contains details of all the courses that are offered, and how pathways are identified. This will be sent out together with a letter confirming the pathway that each student will be following.

	Week beginning: 26th February onwards
	Tutor time activities to support the GCSE Options process
This will include the opportunity to speak to HODs of the subjects which are offered as GCSE subjects, as well as students who currently study them. Students will also be offered support and guidance by their Form Tutor, to support them in making their choices.

	Week beginning: 4th March onwards
	Taster activities 
Students will be invited to attend additional taster lessons in new subjects at GCSE (German, Spanish, Drama, Business Studies, Child Development, Leisure and Tourism, Citizenship, Media and Hospitality). 

	Week beginning 11th March – 22nd March
	Applications 
These will be completed online. Details of this will be sent out nearer the time. 

Deadline: Friday 22nd March

	Week beginning 18th March onwards
	Options Interviews

Each student will attend an individual Options Meeting with a member of the Pastoral or Curriculum Team. During these meetings, choices which have been made during the initial application process will be reviewed with students.

	Week beginning 15th April
	Follow up conversations and Quality Assurance



	
	Confirmation of GCSE course places 
Students will receive written confirmation of their course choices at the end of the process 


We are looking forward to working with you and your son or daughter next term at this exciting time in their school career. 

Yours sincerely 




Mrs S Chaventré



Mrs R Whitford 



Mrs N Tidbury
Deputy Headteacher 


Assistant Headteacher 

             Head of Year 8
[image: image2.png]@ WestBerkshire

Council Offices Market Street Newbury RG14 500
Switchboard: (01635) 42400 Fax: (01635) 519330
Document Exchange: DX 30825 Newbury





[image: image3.png]


_1436677005.pdf





