HISTORY

‘Preparing today for a better future, using the lessons of the past’

At LHS we believe that History matters. We aim to teach an authentic History that reflects the student body,
which students are engaged with. We want students to see the wider importance of what they have learned
about the past - making links to the world today. We aim to teach a varied curriculum, which takes significant
events, people, themes, and experiences from the past and inspires students, building an understanding of the
world they live in.

We want to teach a curriculum which builds hope, showing students examples of individuals and groups
resisting oppression, to teach our students to spot discrimination and avoid being bystanders. We also teach
students the confidence and communication skills to stand up for what they believe in. We want students to
be informed about community they are from, to foster respect and tolerance for everyone.

We teach students that History is a construct, a deliberate storytelling of the past, constructed in many cases
by those in power, and how efforts to change this have been made. We consider how history is actively
remembered and why views about events in the past have changed. Students will learn how to effectively
consider debates about the past, form arguments, and to use and challenge evidence to support their views,
all important skills across the curriculum, and for life after Little Heath. As part of ensuring students are able
to communicate their understanding to a high standard, we provide timely, meaningful, and supportive
feedback to students’ work.

We believe in celebrating success and progress in history, and hope to encourage students to have a thirst for
knowledge; to understand how historical enquiry works and be eager to find out more about the past. History
teachers build strong relationships with students to encourage positive behaviour for learning and students
taking responsibility for becoming successful historians, and ensure lessons are accessible and challenging to all.

We aim for Little Heath Historians to:

Study diversity, hidden histories and controversial stories
Challenge stereotypes

Ask big questions and answer big questions through enquiry
Have detailed knowledge about the past

Evaluate arguments

Make well-reasoned judgements

Interrogate evidence

Examine causes and consequences
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Study change and continuity

10. Consider significance

11. Write academically

12. Explore the idea that history and the past are not the same

To see more about LHS’s History Department, with resources to support students learning and revision, go to
https://sites.google.com/site/historyatlhs
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HISTORY

KS3 History Curriculum Overview (Year 7 & 8)

History at LHS is delivered by specialist historians, passionate about engaging students with a broad, diverse, and
coherent curriculum, rooted in engaging with academic scholarship to deliver the best outcomes for students.
We teach a balance of global, European, and British history — students learn about significant changes,
individuals, and themes from 200BC to modern day, and consider the interconnections between people and

places in the past.
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The Year 7 end of year assessment is on: The changing balance of power between monarch and Parliament

Updated November 2023



The Holocaust
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The year 8 end of year assessment is on: The Holocaust
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HISTORY

KS4 History Curriculum Overview (Year 9, 10 & 11)

At GCSE students study the Edexcel specification, which offers a variety of national and international history,
allowing students to learn about important periods and themes in history. They explore how crime, policing and
punishment has changed since 1000AD, considering the factors that drive the changes and continuities they
identify. They learn about two fascinating kings, the Plantagenet Richard and John, whose reigns saw several
important developments in British and world history. Students discover the importance of the development of
nuclear technology, and the defining events of the Cold War, right up to the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991.
Students also learn about the rise of Hitler and the Nazi dictatorship in Germany. Throughout these units,
students not only build a wealth of knowledge about the past, but also develop important skills in interrogating
and investigating evidence, and an understanding of how historians construct their views about the past.
Through studying history students develop important writing and literacy skills, skills in arguing and analysing
arguments, and vital understanding of the world today.

The specification can be found here: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-

2016.html
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HISTORY

YEAR 10

From the start of year 10 students have one lesson a fortnight on revision to support them with retrieval and

revision of earlier content.
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YEAR 11
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HISTORY

KS5 History Curriculum Overview (Year 12 & 13)

At A Level, history students study the OCR A specification, which offers a good range of history both in terms of

the historical periods and the places. Students learn both about the reign of Elizabeth I, and the Vietham War.

The A Level is excellent preparation for further study of History, but also in the development of essential skills in

writing, arguing, analysing, and evaluating. Students develop a greater understanding of several key themes in

history, such as the nature of power, conflict, empire, and revolution; they study significant events in British and

world history, as well as considering in greater depth how the history of these events has been constructed and

debated by historians.

The Specification can be found here: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/history-a-h105-h505-

from-2015/
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Elizabeth I:
Introduction

The nature
of Elizabethan
Monarchy,
Government

Privy Council,

Patronage,
Faction,
Ministers,
KEY Royal Court,
CONCEPTS Role of gender,
Matters
AND of State,
KNOWLEDGE Matters of
Common-
wealth,
Foreign Affair,
Succession
HISTORICAL Causation
CONCEPTS Change and
FOCUS continuity

and Parliament

Elizabeth I:

Elizabeth
and Religion

Religious
Settlement,
Via Media,

Act of
Supremacy,
Act of
Uniformity,
Archbishops,
Puritan
challenges —
Conformist,
Separatist and
Presbyterian,

Catholic
challenges —

Jesuits,
Seminaries,

Excommunication

Causation

Change and
continuity

Elizabeth I:

Elizabeth's
management
of financial,
economic,
and social
affairs

Elizabethan
later years
1588-1603

Finance,
Economy,
Ordinary
Revenue,

Extraordinary
Revenue —
subsidies,

Inflation,

Monopolies,
Overseas Trade,
Poverty and
Vagrancy, Royal
Prerogative,
Spanish Armada,
Irish Rebellion,
Essex Rebellion,
Cult of Gloriana,

Causation

Change and
continuity

Mid Tudor
Crisis:

The stability
of the
monarchy

Religious
change

Mid-Tudor
Crisis, Regency
Council, Lord
Protector,
Somerset Coup,
The Devise,
Factional
rivalry, Prayer
Books, Acts
of Uniformity,
Religious
change under
Somerset,
Northumber-
land, and Mary,
Heresy Laws,
Marian Exiles

Evidential
thinking

Mid Tudor
Crisis:

Rebellion
and unrest

Revision

Western
rebellion, Kett’s
rebellion,
Wyatt's
rebellion,
Causes of
unrest —
enclosures,
price rises,
inflation,
poverty,
xenophobia

Evidential
thinking

L remi [ rema | tems | vema | rems | me

Hand over
to Year 13
teachers

Begin Year 13
studies

Overview
of Russia
course,
Government
of Russia

Ideology,
Capitalism,
Communism,
Bolshevik,
Tsar, Romanov,
Autocracy,
Dictatorship,
Proletariat,
Bourgeoisie,
Serf

Similarity
and difference

Updated November 2023


https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/history-a-h105-h505-from-2015/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/history-a-h105-h505-from-2015/

HISTORY

Unit 2: Cold War in Asia 1945-1993
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YEAR 13

Unit 3: Russia and its Rulers 1855-1964
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Unit 4: Coursework — Topic Based Essay
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KS5 Politics Curriculum Overview (Year 12 & 13)
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Unit1,2and 3

Nazi Germany
1933-1945,
focus depends
on students’
choice and
input into topic
and questions

Students study the Edexcel specification, which allows students to explore themes such as power, democracy,
sovereignty, globalisation & political ideologies. Students spend most of year 12 studying UK Government & UK
Politics. These units allow students to develop an understanding of the way that people and politics in the UK
interact as well as the location & exercise of power in the UK. Towards the end of Year 12, students are
introduced to the final 2 units — ideologies & Global politics. These allow students to develop an understanding
of the core ideas & principles of 4 ideologies as well as a wider understanding of politics at an international level,
including the nature & extent of state sovereignty and how states exercise power on a global stage. Students
develop skills such as arguing, analysing, evaluating & coming to judgements based on competing ideas.

This A-Level gives students the skills and knowledge to study politics further at University as well as a greater

understanding of their role in the political system.
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YEAR 13

-

" Global politics — .\
Global politics — Humarr: Rights Global politics —
Global political | Global politics - and & EU and
aggvzcrcr:r;ircr;ic Power Environmental Regionalism Revision of
Ideologies - Governance Start revision whole course
Ideologies - Socialism . of UK Politics &
. Ideologies -
Conservatism . . UK government
Nationalism

Enrichment Activities

In History we aim to spark students’ curiosity, and help students see that there is always going to be more to the
study of history than we are able to fit into 2, 5 or 7 years!

We run house competitions each year, including:
The Great Black Britons competition
Year 7 castles competition

7

We support students who might also want to explore topics further at home by providing ‘read-watch-listen

lists for every topic we teach.

We plan trips depending on availability, value, and the school calendar. In the last few years, we have run
fantastic trips to the National Archives and Westminster Abbey, the Guardian Media Education Centre, to A
Level conference and lecture days in London, Oxford Castle, and we are planning a KS3 trip to the British

Museum.

In the past we have collaborated with RE to run an enrichment day on capital punishment through time, and its
abolition in Britain, for our GCSE students. We currently collaborate with the Drama department and students

from the University of Reading for an enrichment workshop.

We also collaborate with other schools, including a revision conference for one of our A Level courses with two

other schools.
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